Hilo Rains

A Murder-Mystery Walking Tour

In Historic Downtown Hilo
© Justina Taft Mattos 2000
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Eat lunch, watch a play — and solve a mystery

By John Burnett
For the Tribune-Herald

ystery the-

ater, a type of

interactive

play where

the audience
is welcome to help solve a
crime, usually a murder, has
become very popular on the
mainland with the dinner the-
ater crowd. Usually such pro-
ductions cost theatergoers in
the neighborhood of $75 -
$85, which includes the price
of dinner.

Local playwright-produc-
er-director Justina Mattos is
bringing the concept to Hilo,
with some changes to make
the production more accessi-
ble to the local market. “Hilo
Rains” will make use of
downtown Hilo as a backdrop
and keep costs down by serv-
ing lunch rather than dinner.

“Audience members will

have their lunch orders taken,
be given a sleuth sheet and an
umbrella, and then be sent
around downtown to gather
clues to hopefully help them
solve the curious demise of
C.H. Cane,” Mattos said.

If the reader is thinking
like a detective, the name of
the deceased conjures images
of Charles Foster “Citizen”
Kane and also C&H sugar
cane.

“Those are both deliber-
ate,” Mattos said. “This is
sort of a far-fetched allegory
of the demise of the local
sugar industry.”

The audience’s main guide
on this downtown adventure
is one Detective Manno, a
fedora and trench coat clad
gumshoe whose name recalls
that of James MacArthur’s
police detective character in
“Hawaii 5-0,” Lt. Dan “Dan-
no” Williams. Again, you
would be right to make that
connection as Manno, por-
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Some of the cast of “Hilo Rains” accuse each other as they sur-
round director Justina Mattos. Clockwise from top left are
Tristan Mathers as “Daniel O'Looney,” Rachel Klein as “Fanny
Prickler,” Crystal Beaumont as “Joanna Brushwell,” and Aletha

O'Toole as “Helen Millet.”

trayed by veteran trouper Ray
Campainha, is the ace detec-
tive from 5-0’s Special Inves-
tigative Unit.

Mattos describes Manno

as a “pidgin character,” but
Rachel Klein, a young actress
who portrays one of the sus-
pects, acupuncturist Fanny
Prickler, sees him just a little

differently.

“Manno really tries to
speak what he thinks is good
English, but a lot of the com-
edy in the play revolves
around him fracturing the
language,” she said. “It’s
hilarious.

“Manno is really intelli-
gent and a good detective and
he eventually figures out who
did it, but not without some
help from the audience.”

Also in the production are
William Wagoner and Steve
Sakoda, who share the part of
field worker Fernando Delos
Fieldos; Kealia Prince as hula
dancer Hina Ka‘oiwi; Aletha
O’Toole as Helen Mullet
(pronounced Moo-lay’); Tris-
tan Mathers as Daniel
O’Looney and Crystal Beau-
mont as dental hygiene stu-
dent Joanna Brushwell. All
portray suspects whom the
audience members track
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lown to various downtown
ocations and question in hopes
»f finding clues to solve the
‘murder.”

“At first I had intended to
write a role to create an acting
»pportunity for myself, but
ifter being confronted with all
he logistics of producing and
lirecting the event, it just made
nore sense to hire an actress
‘or the role,” Mattos said.

Mattos, a Ph.D. candidate in
irama at the University of
Jawaii at Manoa, was a per-
‘ormer in a mystery theater pro-
iuction in Oregon and said that
:he enjoyed it so much, she
wanted to bring the concept
»ack to Hilo and localize it.
Audience members/amateur
Jeuths should bear in mind that

they will be doing extensive
walking as part of the experi-
ence.

“The route goes by the post
office, the library, St. Joseph
Church, Kalakaua Park, a shop
downtown on Waianuenue
Avenue and down to the singing
bridge,” Mattos said. “We pro-
vide umbrellas but people
should be wearing comfortable
walking shoes. The price of
admission includes lunch, bev-
erage, dessert, tip, all included.”

At the end, the audience will
gather at the Hawaiian Jungle
restaurant on Kalakaua Street
for lunch and a discussion and
re-enactment of the clues with
the cast.

“This is a really fun play,”
Klein said. “The audience gets

to take part. During the re-
enactment, in fact, we ask one
of the audience members to
come up and to play the murder
victim, C.H. Cane. So there’s
an acting opportunity as well as
detective work for the audience.

“I’ve been in a lot of produc-
tions, both onstage and behind
the scenes, but I've never done
either improvisational or inter-
active theater before. Nothing
like this has ever been tried in
Hilo, as far as T know. There are
some challenges here, and one
of them is that all the suspects
have to make sure we have our
stories straight.

“We all had motive; we all
had opportunity. C.H. Cane was
not a very popular guy.”

The performers are paid,

which makes this somewhat of
a departure from most commu-
nity theater. That should keep
actors in the role in case the
play should keep on going by
popular demand, which is
something Mattos is open to.
“Right now, I've got per-
formances scheduled through
September and October, but I'd
like to make it an ongoing thing
if it catches on,” she said. “I’'m
hoping the Monday and Thurs-

day shows will capture the
cruise ship market and that the
Saturday performances will
give local people a good reason
to go downtown.”

The interactive murder mys-
tery is slated to start Sept. 8,
with performances at 10:00
a.m. Monday, Thursday and
Saturday in downtown Hilo.
Tickets are $28 including
lunch, tax and tip. Kama‘aina
tickets are $23 and group rates

are available. Seating is lim
S0 reservations are recomm|
ed. Call 936-1193 for reser
tions or information.
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oll up, roll up
for the mys-
 tery tour! No,

« #Ail’s not a retro-
spective of old Beatle
songs, but a brand new
theater company that just
rolled into town. In pro-
ducing and directing
“Hilo Rains,” the interac-
live mystery/comedy the-
ater tour, Justina Mattos
is making a dream come
true.

Ms. Mattos is a former Hilo resident
who left the island in 1990 with her hus-
band and baby daughter, Makana, to
pursue a graduate degree in theater arts.
But the playwright and director of “Hilo
Rains” always wanted to return home
and make her living back on the island
that she loves. Eleven long years, same
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husband and
two addition-
al children
later, she’s
back and
bringing a new
twist to the old
murder mystery
theater tradition.

“Hilo Rains” offers Big Island audi-
ences the opportunity to act as super-
sleuths as they explore charming down-
town Hilo in a suspect-interviewing
walking tour. The adventure ends with a
re-enactment of the crime and a deli-
cious luncheon. Interested parties can
either book a reservation in advance (by
calling Mahina Productions at 936-
1193), or just show up at the East
Hawai‘i Cultural Center at 10 a.m. on
any Monday, Thursday or Saturday. The
production opened on Saturday,
September 8th.

When the audience arrives, they are
greeted by Detective Manuel Corazon
Delos Santos. Detective “Manno” gives
everyone a sleuth sheet, map and an
umbrella. Then he sends them out to

’s a St
Everyoné s

_question suspects: The mission?

Interview suspects to discover clues
about the untimely demise of Mr. C.H.
Cane, the notorious owner of a large
sugar plantation. Each of the six sus-
pects will be found at a predetermined
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heme- loca-
tion downtown. After
the suspects are questioned, the
audience will proceed to the Hawaiian
Jungle Restaurant to partake of a sump-
tuous meal while the crime is re-enacted
for them.

Director Mattos says, “We’ll be asking
for a sucker — I mean a brave soul,
during each performance, to stand in for
the deceased Mr. Cane. It will be an
easy and fun role, all you have to do is
die!”

Ms. Mattos need only complete her
doctorate dissertation on Hawaii’s
“local” theater traditions, to receive her
PhD in theater, and then will rightfully
be called Dr. Mattos. Her daughter
Makana, however, will continue to call
her just plain “mom.” Makana was born
in Hilo and it has been her mom’s dream
to bring her back to her one hanau - the
sands of her birth. Now eleven years old
and attending Kamehameha School East
Hawaii Campus as a seventh grader,
Makana has been expressing interest in
her mother’s theatrical adventures, and
will be serving as production assistant
for Hilo Rain Makana hopes that future
jobs in theater will pay better, and her
mom the director just laughs and says,
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“It’s always good to have a dream!”
Hilo Rains is by no means Mattos’
first script. She is the author of five

" plays, three of which have been pro-

duced in Hawai‘i and Oregon. One play,
Na Pua‘a Li‘ili‘i ‘Ekolu (her local ver-
sion of the Three Little Pigs) received a
prize for a playwriting contest sponsored
by the Hilo Community Players.

The cast of Hilo Rains includes veter-
an actors as well as newcomers to Hilo’s
theater scene.

Detective Los Santos (Manno) is
played by Ray Campainha, Kealia
Prince portrays Hina Ka‘oiwi, a lovely
hula girl, and Tristan Mathers plays
Daniel O’Looney, the young man who
loves Hina and sees Mr. Cane as a rival.
Rachel Klein sticks it to everyone as
Fanny Prickler, an acupuncturist who
has been waiting on pins and needles to
get even with Cane for past wrongs.
William Wagoner and Steve Sakoda will
alternate in the role of Fernando
Delosfieldos. New faces Crystal
Beaumont and Alethea O’ Toole round
out the list of the unusual suspects.
Crystal plays Joanna Brushwell, a beau-
tiful dental hygienist who has caught
Cane’s eye and heart and maybe some
other organs as well. Alethea sulks as
Helen Mullet, who was dumped by the
deceased like a fish in a bucket.

If you are looking for an exciting and
innovative activity for your next party,
club event or get-together, Detective
Manno is putting out the call for super-
sleuths to help him solve Hilo’s most
mysterious case.

Audience members are encouraged to
wear comfortable walking shoes for the
romp around downtown Hilo. Only
$28.00 per person includes the mystery
tour, lunch, tax and tip. Kama’aina rates
are $23. Group rates are also available
for groups of at least 10 reserving in
advance. Seating is limited so reserve
your spot early by calling Mahina
Productions at 936-1193.

At the end of the adventure, you
might be the lucky sleuth to find out
who dunnit and then you can say to the
local detective, “Book em, Manno!”. s



